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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

The seventy-third annual meeting of the society on January 
9 was divided into several sessions. The first of these, held in 
the forenoon, consisted of a conference on local history work in 
Minnesota and was attended by about thirty people, including 
representatives of local history interests in Crookston, Duluth, 
Faribault, Rochester, Mankato, Mantorville, Minneapolis, and 
St. Paul. A furthur account of this conference will be found in 
the " Notes and Documents " section of this number of the 
Bulletin. At the afternoon session the papers by Professor 
Alvord and Chief Justice Brown which are printed in this num- 
ber were read ; and " Pictures Illustrating Minnesota's World 
War Activities " were exhibited by Mr. Cecil W. Shirk, field 
secretary of the society. The business session, at which the usual 
reports of the treasurer and the superintendent were presented, 
was held at four o'clock; and in the evening the annual address 
was delivered by Dr. Orin G. Libby, secretary of the State His- 
torical Society of North Dakota and professor of history in the 
University of North Dakota. This address on " Some Aspects 
of Mid-west America, " is printed as the first article in this num- 
ber of the Bulletin. The meeting closed with an informal re- 
ception for members of the society and their friends, which was 
in charge of a committee of ladies consisting of Mrs. Charles E. 
Furness, Mrs. Roderick E. Daniel, Mrs. Frederick G. Ingersoll, 
Mrs. C. J. A. Morris, Mrs. Arthur Savage, and Mrs. Edward B. 
Young. 

" Pioneer Life in the Twin City Region " was the subject of 
a lecture by Mr. Edward A. Bromley of Minneapolis, illustrated 
by about one hundred lantern slides made from his collection of 
historic pictures, which was presented at the open session held in 
connection with the stated meeting of the executive council on 
the evening of April 10. 

Three members of the society, Mrs. Sampson R. Child and 
Albert C. Loring of Minneapolis and William A. Pell of Clare- 
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mont, California, were enrolled as contributing-life members and 
213 people joined the society as active members during the six 
months ending on March 30, 1922. In the following list the 
names of these new members are grouped by counties : 

Beltrami: Charles W. Stanton of Bemidji and Margaret 
Arnold, Margaret I. Paul, and Melford I. Smith of Blackduck. 

Big Stone: Charles W. De Greef of Odessa and Justin M. 
Snesrud of Ortonville. 

Blue Earth : Frank E. Putnam of Blue Earth and Herbert 
C. Hotaling of Mapleton. 

Carlton: Henry C. Hornby, Clarence I. McNair, and J. F. 
Wilson of Cloquet. 

Chippewa : Reverend John M. Mason of Montevideo. 

Clay : Oliver M. Dickerson and Herman C. Nordlie of Moor- 
head. 

Cottonwood: Charles W. Gillam of Windom. 

Dakota : Alice S. Le Due of Hastings. 

Freeborn : Reverend Victor E. Pinkham of Albert Lea. 

Goodhue: Fred W. Scofield of Cannon Falls and C. A. Ras- 
mussen of Red Wing. 

Hennepin: Orange S. Miller of Champlin; Edwin M. Bar- 
ton of Hopkins ; and Paul A. Brooks, Edwin H. Brown, Francis 
A. Chamberlain, Mrs. Emojene D. Champine, Joseph Chapman, 
Louis L. Collins, Stewart G. Collins, Gratia A. Countryman, Dr. 
John G. Cross, William A. Currie, James T. Elwell, Mrs. John 
K. Fancher, Edwin L. Gardner, Herbert W. Gardner, George M. 
Gillette, Lewis S. Gillette, Herbert H. Goodrich, Mrs. Alfred 
Gulbransen, Lucius A. Hancock, Samuel B. Harding, William 
L. Harris, Mrs. Eugene A. Hendrickson, Frank J. Hollinbeck, 
Andrew G. Johnson, William C. Johnson, Roy C. Jones, Paul 
J. Koughan, Colonel George E. Leach, Reverend Everett Lesher, 
John Leslie, Right Reverend Frank A. McElwain, John S. 
McLain, John G. Maclean, Mrs. Charles H. Malmstedt, Edgar L. 
Mattson, Mrs. Leah Morehouse, Mrs. George D. Noe, Mrs. 
William G. Northup, Jonathan E. Painter, George H. Partridge, 
Edmund J. Phelps, Frank M. Prince, Albert W. Rankin, James 
L. Record, Chelsea J. Rockwood, Harry W. Rubins, Elizabeth 
Scripture, Francis C. Shenehon, Cecil W. Shirk, Myron K. Sim- 
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mons, Jacob Stone, Jenny L. Teeter, Robert Thompson, Virgil 
E. Turner, Charles H. Van Campen, Samuel R. Van Sant, Mrs. 
Frank M. Warren, Edward P. Wells, Margaret West, Walter 
H. Wheeler, Hamilton L. Whithed, William L. Wolford, and Dr. 
Douglas Wood of Minneapolis. 

Itasca : Edgar A. Bernard of Calumet. 

Hubbard : Keith Rogers and Clay P. Wright of Park Rapids. 

Kandiyohi: Henry G. Young of Willmar. 

Marshall : N. A. Holen and O. L. Melgaard of Argyle. 

Mille Lacs : Albin Allen of Milaca. 

Morrison : Richard D. Musser and Charles A. Weyerhaeuser 
of Little Falls. 

Mower : Josephine Skree and W. W. Walker of Austin. 

Nobles : Mrs. Elf reda E. Fagerstrom, Albert J. Goff, Arnold 
T. Latta, Mrs. Nellie R. Lien, and Mrs. George O. Moore of 
Worthington. 

Norman : John L. Wold of Twin Valley. 

Olmsted: Henry S. Adams, Dr. Arrah B. Evarts, and Mrs. 
W. B. Linton of Rochester. 

Ottertail : Elmer E. Adams of Fergus Falls. 

Pennington : Oscar A. Naplin of Thief River Falls. 

Pine : George W. Empey of Hinckley. 

Pipestone: George P. Gurley of Pipestone. 

Ramsey: William A. Miller of Bald Eagle Lake and Mrs. 
Charles W. Ames, Frederick B. Angell, Bismark C. Archer, Axel 
E. Benson, Mrs. Matilda Berg, Walter L. Bernard, Harvey A. 
Blodgett, Michael J. Boyle, George M. Brack, Paul G. Bremer, 
Louis A. Bumgardner, Mrs. William Butler, Warren S. Carter, 
John O. Cederberg, Jr., Mrs. Thomas Cochran, Haydn S. Cole, 
Dr. Wallace H. Cole, Dr. Alexander R. Colvin, Leavitt Corning, 
Carl P. Dahlby, Timothy Doherty, Archbishop Austin Dowling, 
John W. G. Dunn, Maurice N. Dustin, William J. Dyer, John 
W. Flynn, George W. Gardner, James P. Gribben, Dr. Ernest 
M. Hammes, Gustaf I. Hedberg, Jonas G. Hedberg, Jacob Hod- 
nefield, Franklin F. Holbrook, Lawrence C. Jefferson, Herman 
Johnson, Horace C. Klein, Emanuel E. Larson, Mrs. Erasmus C. 
Lindley, Mrs. Harry M. Lufkin, Arthur C. Lundholm, George 
W. McCree, Dr. Archibald McLaren, Katharine Manahan, 
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William D. Mitchell, George W. Moberg, Esther O. Nelson, 
Grace L. Nute, Axel Olson, Dr. Edward W. Ostergren, Dr. 
Frederick M. Owens, Charles J. Palmquist, Clara M. Penfield, 
George W. Peterson, Albert A. Pollard, Eugene W. Randall, 
Mrs. Grant Rideout, Bishop H. Schriber, Charles G. Schulz, 
Carl T. Schuneman, Mrs. Theodore L. Schurmeier, Luman C. 
Simons, Victor C. Sundberg, Lewis Swenson, Herman Tell, 
Jacob Van Rhee, James Wallace, Rodney M. West, George 
Wicker, and Bernard Zimmerman of St. Paul. 

Rice : Howard Bratton, Eugene H. Gipson, and Guy E. Mene- 
fee of Faribault; and Edwin B. Dean, Howard Robinson, and 
Isabella Watson of Northfield. 

Rock : J. N. Jacobson of Hills. 

St. Louis: Oscar J. Larson, George O. Lockhart, Leon E. 
Lum, and John W. Nagle of Duluth; and Fred W. Bessette of 
Orr. 

Scott : Reverend Matthias Savs of Shakopee. 

Stearns: Reverend Alexius Hoffman of Collegeville. 

Steele : Samuel A. Rask of Blooming Prairie. 

Stevens: Mrs. Frank A. Hancock and Fred R. Putnam of 
Morris. 

Swift: Dr. Charles L. Scofield and Albert L. Stone of 
Benson. 

Traverse: George G. Allanson and M. Ethel Allanson of 
Wheaton. 

Waseca : Mrs. Lillian C. Curtiss of Waseca. 

Winona: Leonard F. Kramer of Altura. 

Nonresident: Captain James P. Murphy of Camp Gaillard, 
Canal Zone ; Glenn W. Goldsmith of Colorado Springs, Colorado ; 
Thomas K. Humphrey of Washington, D. C. ; Mrs. Daniel Mer- 
riman of Boston and Frank J. Wilder of Somerville, Massa- 
chusetts; Minnie J. Nielson of Bismarck and Edward E. Heer- 
man of Devils Lake, North Dakota; John Clark and Mrs. Lura 
C. Clark of Lakewood, Ohio; Charles H. Babcock of Maryhill, 
Washington; and Reverend William F. Hood of Superior, Wis- 
consin. 

The society lost nine active members by death during the six 
months ending March 30, 1922: Albert H. Turrittin of Minne- 
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apolis, October 1 ; George H. Daggett of Minneapolis, October 
30; Robert C. Saunders of Seattle, Washington, January 31; 
Mrs. Mary B. Aiton of Minneapolis, February 3; Benedict Juni 
of New Ulm, February 16 ; Hascal R. Brill of St. Paul, March 1 ; 
Justin M. Snesrud of Ortonville, March 5; Charles M. Loring of 
Minneapolis, March 18; and Newel H. Clapp of St. Paul, March 
30; also one corresponding member, Colonel John P. Nicholson 
of Philadelphia, March 8. 

The society's offer to enroll schools and libraries as subscribers 
to its publications on the same terms as those of individual annual 
membership was accepted by forty-two institutions during the 
six months ending March 30, 1922. The new subscribers are: 
the public libraries of Albert Lea, Buhl, Crosby, Faribault, Fair- 
mont, Hibbing, Hutchinson, Mountain Iron, Northfield, Orton- 
ville, Owatonna, Redwood Falls, Rochester, and Wabasha ; public 
schools in Alden, Aurora, Cloquet, Crosby (Crosby-Ironton High 
School), Detroit, Elgin, Fairmont, Franklin, Gaylord, Harmony, 
Hendricks, Hibbing (Independent School District No. 27 and 
Lincoln High School), Milan, Minneapolis (East, South, and 
West High Schools), Perham, Stephen, and White Bear; 
Northrop Collegiate Institute, Minneapolis ; the Northwest School 
and Station of the University of Minnesota, Crookston; the 
library division of the Minnesota State Department of Education, 
St. Paul ; the Summit School, St. Paul ; St. Olaf College, North- 
field; St. John's University, Collegeville ; the Minnesota State 
Teachers' College, Winona; and Seabury Divinity School, Fari- 
bault. 

The superintendent's address on " The Minnesota Historical 
Society, Its Work and Its Needs, " before the Minnesota Editorial 
Association in 1921 (see ante, p. 54) is printed in the Proceedings 
of the fifty-fifth annual convention of that organization (St. Paul, 
1921. 91 p.) This is followed by "A Scolding Message from 
John Talman, " the society's newspaper librarian, in which at- 
tention is called to the importance of regularity in the sending of 
Minnesota newspapers to be filed in the society's newspaper col- 
lection. 

" An Introduction to Minnesota History " was the subject of 
a luncheon talk by the superintendent before the Hennepin 
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County Dental Association of March 7. Mr. Babcock, the cura- 
tor of the museum, spoke on topics of Minnesota history and 
the work of the society at a joint meeting of the P. E. O. chapters 
of the Twin Cities on October 19, and at meetings of the St. Paul 
Rotary Club on November 22 and the St. Paul Housewives 
League on March 27. The last meeting was held in the auditor- 
ium of the Historical Building and the program included a tour 
of the museum by the two hundred members present. 

The curator of the museum spent a week at Morris in Novem- 
ber advising and assisting in the installation in the new memorial 
armory of the World War collection assembled by the Stevens 
County War Records Committee. (See post, p. 298.) 

The society's policy of collecting material on the Scandinavian 
element in the United States is the subject of an appreciative 
article in the American-Scandinavian Review for March, 1922. • 
Special reference is made to the agreement with the Swedish His- 
torical Society of America whereby the library of the latter or- 
ganization has been placed in the permanent custody of the 
Minnesota Historical Society. 

An extensive display of books, pictures, pamphlets, and other 
material from the library of the Swedish Historical Society of 
America was exhibited in the museum in connection with the 
annual meeting of that organization on November 26. 

Accessions 

Mrs. Clara Hill Lindley has presented to the society a copy of 
a privately printed book entitled Some Letters of Monsignor 
Louis E. Caillet and August N. Chemidlin, 1868-1899. The book, 
which is edited by Mrs. Lindley, contains, besides the letters, a 
sketch of Father Caillet, by the Reverend Francis J. Schaefer, and 
one of Mr. Chemidlin, by the editor. It is a valuable contribution 
to Minnesota biography and history. 

Among the more extensive gifts of library material received 
recently are about four hundred maps, atlases, blue prints, and war 
posters from the State Library; nearly five hundred bulletins 
and periodicals from the department of labor and industries ; and 
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about three hundred books and pamphlets from the Reverend 
George C. Tanner; also a second installment of journals of the 
Episcopal dioceses of the United States, making a total collec- 
tion of about three thousand such journals, from the Minnesota 
diocese. An almost complete set of United States Geological 
Survey folios received from the State Library was duplicated in 
the society's library, and was turned over to the new Hill Refer- 
ence Library. 

The most important collection of source material received by 
the society during recent months consists of the papers of the 
Honorable James A. Tawney, presented by his son Mr. Everett 
T. Tawney of Winona. As a member of Congress from 1893 t0 
191 1 and as a member of the International Joint Commission 
from 191 1 until his death in 1919, Mr. Tawney has a prominent 
place in the history of the state ; and this extensive and unusually 
complete collection of his papers, which includes copies of 
speeches, diaries, account books, letters, and miscellany, will con- 
tribute much to our knowledge of Minnesota and American his- 
tory during the period of his activity. Letters from Presidents 
Roosevelt and Taft and other prominent Americans add to the 
value and interest of the collection. 

To the first installment of papers of George A. Brackett re- 
ceived by the society from Mr. Chapin R. Brackett (see ante, p. 
169), the donor has recently added another large group of papers, 
consisting in the main of material relating to Alaska and especially 
to the transportation enterprises in that territory with which Mr. 
Brackett was associated. Besides contributing valuable material 
for an important chapter in the history of American expansion, 
these papers, which include his autobiography, help to complete 
the record of the activities of a prominent figure in Minnesota 
history. 

Copies of five " America letters, " descriptive accounts written 
by Norwegian immigrants to friends and relatives at home, have 
been received indirectly from Norway, the work of transcription 
having been done from originals in the local church archives of 
Ullensvang. The letter of most importance is one written by 
Gjert Gregoriussen Hovland on April 22, 1835. Hovland's letter, 
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which contains a careful account of American conditions, was 
written in the New York settlement established by the first group 
of nineteenth-century Norwegian immigrants. Copied, recopied, 
and extensively circulated, the letter had considerable influence 
upon Norwegian immigration in 1836 and 1837 and perhaps later. 

From Miss Helen Carver of Tryon, North Carolina, the society 
has received a letter written by her father Henry Carver at Camp 
Smith, North Dakota, on July 15, 1863, while serving as quarter- 
master with Sibley's expedition against the Sioux. The letter 
gives a vivid account of the writer's experiences and is a valuable 
contribution to the extant knowledge of the expedition. Miss 
Carver has presented also a Sioux war bonnet and other inter- 
esting Indian articles collected by her father during the expedi- 
tion. 

Mrs. Fred A. Bill has presented a letter written in 1857 by 
Joseph McMaster at Cincinnati to his brother Thomas at Read's 
Landing. Travelers had evidently given the writer an unfavor- 
able impression of the community in which his brother resided, 
for one is quoted as declaring that Read's Landing was " the 
most wicked place he was ever in — no body can speak three 
words without swearing. " 

Two items of genealogical data in manuscript form recently 
received are: the records of the Tomlinson family, presented by 
Mr. R. E. Phillips of White Bear; and a Jerome and Sardeson 
genealogy, given by Mr. Charles W. Jerome of Excelsior. 

Mr. Donald D. Harries of St. Paul, who served as an aviator 
with the British and American forces in the World War, has 
deposited with the society a number of museum objects relating 
to aviation and a number of interesting war-time documents such 
as a permit to travel in Italy and a British movement order. Of 
especial interest is an aviation diary kept by Mr. Harries while 
he was learning to fly and afterwards while engaged in bombing 
operations. " Hits on factory, " and " Saw the country captured 
by our troops; Metz on fire. Considerable aerial activity, battle 
going forward well, " are some of the entries in the space as- 
signed to " Remarks. " 



1923 ACCESSIONS 275 

A unique and valuable addition to the historical portrait collec- 
tion is the small framed oil painting of Father Louis Hennepin 
which was presented by Mrs. James J. Hill of St. Paul a short 
time before her death. The portrait, which bears the date of 
1694, is evidently the work of a master and is believed to be the 
only likeness of this early explorer in existence. 

Other recent additions to the society's portrait collection in- 
clude a large framed photograph of the Honorable Thomas M. 
Pugh of Duluth, for many years a member of the state Senate, 
presented by his son, Mr. E. H. Pugh of Duluth; a framed 
photograph of William Gardner Gates, a pioneer settler of Belle 
Plaine, presented by his daughter, Mrs. C. L. Culler of Williams- 
port, Pennsylvania, through the courtesy of Miss Helen Castle; 
a crayon portrait of Major Thomas M. Newson, pioneer journal- 
ist and author, presented by his daughter, Miss Mary J. Newson 
of St. Paul; and an enlarged photographic portrait of the late 
Judge Loren Collins, presented by his three sons, the Honorable 
Louis L. Collins, Mr. Stuart G. Collins, and Mr. Loren F. Col- 
lins. A framed lithograph of General George A. Custer, who 
lost his life in the fight with the forces of Sitting Bull, has been 
received through the courtesy of Mr. Olin D. Wheeler of St. 
Paul and Mr. O. E. Northup of Hawley. The picture has hung 
in the Northern Pacific station at Hawley for many years and is 
said to have been placed there by Custer himself. 

A gift of very great value is the Charles P. Noyes coin collec- 
tion, presented by Mrs. Noyes, which consists of more than three 
thousand coins, including issues of nearly all the countries of 
the world, both ancient and modern. Nearly all the coins have 
been identified, classified, and arranged by Mr. and Mrs. Noyes, 
thus making the collection especially useful for reference pur- 
poses. Mrs. Noyes has presented also a considerable number of 
books on numismatic, genealogical, and historical subjects, and a 
collection of Mr. Noyes's papers. The latter relate principally 
to various societies and institutions with which Mr. Noyes was 
connected and to genealogy. 

Dr. Otto L. Schmidt of Chicago, a corresponding member of 
the society, has presented an interesting and valuable set of sixty- 
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nine pencil and water-color sketches by an unidentified artist who 
visited Minnesota in the early days. Internal evidence indicates 
that the pictures were made about 1850. Drawings of Fort 
Snelling, St. Anthony Falls, the Chapel of St. Paul, a Red River 
train in camp, and numerous other subjects of more or less direct 
Minnesota interest are included in the collection. 

Recent additions to the society's collection of costumes and 
accessories include a number of dresses, capes, fans, and other 
articles of the seventies and eighties, received from Mr. and Mrs. 
Edgar C. Varney of St. Paul through the courtesy of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert C. Varney; a sunbonnet and some pieces of lace 
worn about 1880, from Miss Marjorie Knowles of St. Paul ; and 
a dress of 1912 with a hobble skirt, the antithesis of the hoop 
skirts of the sixties, from Mrs. Margaret Goodwillie of St. Paul 
through the courtesy of Mrs. Grant Rideout. 

An interesting addition to the society's collection of old- 
fashioned toys has been made by Mrs. Charles E. Furness of St. 
Paul, who has presented a large china doll brought to Minnesota 
in 1858. Through the courtesy of Mrs. Furness the society also 
has received, as a gift from Mrs. E. L. Shepley of Boston, a hand- 
some brocaded blue silk dress of the period of the eighties. 

From Dr. R. Edwin Morris of St. Paul, the society has received 
three officer's uniforms which were used in the Colorado National 
Guard in 1903, during the strike of the gold miners. He also 
presented a Red Cross flag and a signal flag which were used at 
the same time. 

Captain Hiram D. Frankel of Mahtomedi has presented in the 
name of the Sixth Minnesota Infantry a large collection of relics 
gathered after the forest fire at White Pine, Aitkin County, on 
September 6, 192 1. Accompanying photographs testify to the 
valiant relief work done by the regiment in the stricken com- 
munity. 

Relics of the Sioux Massacre of 1862 which were found by 
Captain Charles J. Stees on various battle grounds after engage- 
ments with the Indians are the gift of Miss Kathrene Stees 
Sleppy of St. Paul. A rattle decorated with crow feathers, said 
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to have belonged to Little Crow, a scalping knife still showing 
indications of its bloody service, a papoose blanket decorated with 
human hair, and other articles are included in the collection. 

Miss Abby A. Fuller of St. Paul has presented two teacups 
and saucers decorated with pictures of George and Martha 
Washington, which were used at the St. Paul celebration of the 
Bunker Hill centennial, and a handmade lace collar that was 
worn in 1840. Through her courtesy, also, Mr. James B. Hewitt 
of St. Paul has given, in the name of the late Augustus Kirby 
Barnum, a curiously decorated birchbark basket which was found 
on Manitou Island, White Bear Lake. To Mrs. Edward C. 
Dougan of St. Paul the society is indebted for the gift of two 
badges and two souvenir packages of tea used at the Bunker Hill 
centennial. 

A large framed facsimile of Magna Carta is the gift of Mr. 
Jacob Hodnefield of St. Paul. 

Two certificates proclaiming that the bearer had contributed 
half a mark to the Ludendorff fund for war wounded, which 
were picked up by a member of the 104th United States Infantry 
in a German dugout, are interesting additions to the World War 
collection. They are the gift of Mr. Harold S. Nelson of Owa- 
tonna. Mr. Raymon Bowers of Minneapolis has presented a 
Hungarian rifle which he picked up at Mehun, France, while 
serving overseas during the World War. 

To Mr. John W. Gilger of Minneapolis the society is indebted 
for the gift of an Indian scalping knife which was found by his 
son, Mr. Paul Gilger, under a bleaching buffalo skull in Carter 
County, Montana. 

Two native javelins from Africa with points made of hand- 
forged steel and bound into wooden shafts with brass and copper 
wire are the gifts of Mr. Richard L. Hubbard of St. Paul. 

Mr. Paul Thompson of Minneapolis has presented two pieces of 
fractional currency of the series of 1874. These notes for ten 
cents each are interesting because they show the way in which 
the fractional currency idea of the Civil War period was carried 
over to meet the shortage in small change after the panic of 1873. 



